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Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following six passages and answer the questions by choosing the best choice (1) , (2)
, (3), or (4) . Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Passage 1:

Quantitative psychology involves the application of mathematical and statistical modeling in psychological
research, and the development of statistical methods for analyzing and explaining behavioral data. The term
Quantitative psychology is relatively new and little used (only recently have Ph.D. programs in quantitative
psychology been formed) , and it loosely covers the longer standing subfields psychometrics and mathematical
psychology.

Psychometrics is the field of psychology concerned with the theory and technique of psychological
measurement, which includes the measurement of knowledge, abilities, attitudes, and personality traits.
Measurement of these unobservable phenomena is difficult, and much of the research and accumulated
knowledge in this discipline has been developed in an attempt to properly define and quantify such phenomena.
Psychometric research typically involves two major research tasks, namely: (i) the construction of instruments
and procedures for measurement; and (ii) the development and refinement of theoretical approaches to
measurement.

1- What does ‘quantitative psychology’ deal with?

1) the application of mathematical procedures in psychotherapy

2) the application of statistical techniques in psychiatry

3) the use of mathematical and statistical approaches in behavioral science

4) the use of mathematical and statistical ways in psychological analyses

2- According to the passage, the word ‘quantitative psychology’ is .......... includes the longer standing
subfields psychometrics and mathematical psychology.

1) Comparatively new and vaguely 2) Comparatively new and tightly

3) Relatively novel and firmly 4) Relatively novel and definitely

3- Which statement is NOT true about ‘psychometrics’?

1) It covers the measurement of knowledge.

2) It includes the theory and technique of psychotherapy.

3) It includes the measurement of personality characteristics.

4) It covers the theory and approach of psychological measurement.

4- What does ‘phenomena’ in lines 9 and 11 refer to?

1) Events or situations 2) Experience or circumstance

3) Someone that is very impressive or surprising  4) Things that are very exciting or astonishing
5- Psychometric research usually does NOT cover .......... For measurement.

1) Designing techniques 2) Developing approaches

3) Making tools 4) Refining natural materials

Passage 2:

Psychology describes and attempts to explain consciousness, behavior, and social interaction. Empirical
psychology is primarily devoted to describing human experience and behavior as it actually occurs. Since the
1980s, psychology has begun to examine the relationship between consciousness and the brain or nervous
system. It is still not clear how these interact: does consciousness determine brain states or do brain states
determine consciousness — or are both going on in various ways? Or, is consciousness some sort of complicated
‘illusion’ that bears no direct relationship to neural processes? Perhaps to understand this, it is necessary to define
“consciousness” and “brain state”. An understanding of brain function is increasingly being included in
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psychological theory and practice, particularly in areas such as artificial intelligence, neuropsychology, and
cognitive neuroscience.
6- What does the passage mainly discuss?

1) Consciousness 2) Empirical Psychology

3) lllusion 4) Mind and Brain

7- Empirical psychology is ............... human experience and behavior as it really takes place.
1) Basically employed to change 2) Chiefly dedicated to altering

3) Essentially allocated to characterizing 4) Mainly applied to criticize

8- What does ‘these’ in line 5 refer to?

1) Brain and the nervous system

2) Consciousness and the nervous system

3) The correlation between consciousness and the brain
4) The relationship between brain and the nervous system

9- According to the passage, it is ............ that brain conditions specifies consciousness.

1) Apparent 2) evident 3) uncertain 4) unmistakable

10- Which statement does NOT seem true about ‘brain function’? It is increasingly being .......... .
1) Ignored by neuropsychology 2) Covered by artificial intelligence

3) Dealt with cognitive neuroscience 4) Included in psychological theory and practice
Passage 3:

Humanistic psychology was developed in the 1950s in reaction to both behaviorism and psychoanalysis, arising
largely from existential philosophy and writers like Jean- Paul Sartre and Sgren Kierkegaard. By using
phenomenology, intersubjectivity and first- person categories, the humanistic approach seeks to get a glimpse
of the whole person and not just the fragmented parts of the personality or cognitive functioning.

Humanism focuses on uniquely human issues and fundamental issues of life, such as self-identity, death,
aloneness, freedom, and meaning. Some of the founding theorists behind this school of thought were Abraham
Maslow who formulated a hierarchy of human needs, Carl Rogers who created and developed Client-centered
therapy, and Fritz Perls who helped create and develop Gestalt therapy. It has become so influential as to be
called the “third force” within psychology preceded by behaviorism and psychoanalysis.

11- What would the possible topic be for the above passage?

1) Behaviorism and Psychoanalysis 2) Existential — humanist Movement

3) Fundamental Issues of Life 4) Phenomenology and Intersubjectivity

12- Humanistic psychology ........... existential philosophy and authors like Jean Paul Sartre
Kierkegaard.

1) brought about 2) gave rise to 3) resulted from 4) resulted in

13- Which statement does NOT seen true about humanism?

1) It stresses uniquely human issues and major issues of life.

2) It emphasizes only human issues like self-identity and death.

3) It underlines merely fundamental matters like loneliness and freedom.

4) It underscores just the disintegrated parts of the personality or cognitive functioning.

14- What does the phrase ‘this school of thought’ in line 8 refer to?

1) humanism 2) phenomenology

3) the glimpse of the whole person 4) the fundamental issues of life

15- The author concludes at the end of the passage that Gestalt therapy has become the third force ..........
behaviorism and psychoanalysis.

1) resulting from 2) preceding 3) following 4) emerging from
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Passage 4:

The nature of thought is another core interest in psychology. Cognitive psychology studies cognition, the mental
processes underlying behavior. It uses information processing as a framework for understanding the mind.
Perception, learning, problem solving, memory, attention, language and emotion are all well researched areas.
Cognitive psychology is associated with a school of thought known as cognitivism, whose adherents argue for
an information processing model of mental function, informed by positivism and experimental psychology.
Cognitive science is very closely related to cognitive psychology, but differs in some of the research methods
used, and has a slightly greater emphasis on explaining mental phenomena in terms of both behavior and neural
processing.Both areas can use computational models to simulate phenomena of interest. Because mental events
cannot directly be observed, computational models provide a tool for studying the functional organization of the
mind. Such models give cognitive psychologists a way to study the “software” of mental processes independent
of the “hardware” it runs on, be it the brain or a computer.

16- What does the passage mainly discuss?

1) Information Processing Model

2) Explaining Mental Phenomena

3) Cognitive Psychology

4) Computational Models to Simulate Phenomena of Interest

17- According to the passage, the nature of thought.............

1) Covers such areas as perception, learning, and problem solving

2) Researches areas like memory, attention, language, and emotion well

3) Studies the mental processes underlying behavior

4) Uses information processing as a framework for understanding the mind

18- Which statement is NOT true about cognitivism?

1) Its advocates are instructed by positivism.

2) Its adherents are informed by experimental psychology.

3) It gives proofs for an information processing model of mental function.

4) It is a branch of science typically associated with cognitive science.

19- congnitive science is ............. Cognitive psychology and............ in research methods.

1) linked to — sometimes differs from it 2) more or less the same as — is similar to it

3) roughly different from — always differs from it 4) roughly distinct from — is more or less the same as it
20- Why do we employ computational models as a tool to study the functional organization of the mind?
1) Psychologists cannot study mental processes dependently.

2) Mental issues cannot be directly noticed.

3) Such models provide psychologists a method to study the hardware of mental processes.

4) These models help scientists to simulate phenomena of interest.

Passage 5:

Partly in reaction to the subjective and introspective nature of Freudian psychodynamics, and its focus on the
recollection of childhood experiences, during the early decades of the 20th century, behaviorism gained
popularity as a guiding psychological theory. Founded by John B. Watson and embraced and extended by
Edward Thorndike, Clark L. Hull, Edward C. Tolman, and later B.F. Skinner) , behaviorism was grounded in
studies of animal behavior. Behaviorists shared the view that the subject matter of psychology should be
operationalized with standardized procedures which led psychology to focus on behavior, not the mind or
consciousness. They doubted the validity of introspection for studying internal mental states such as feelings,
sensations, beliefs, desires, and other unobservables. In “Psychology as the Behaviorist Views It” (1913) ,
Watson argued that psychology “is a purely objective experimental branch of natural science,” that
“introspection forms no essential part of its methods”, and that “the behaviorist recognizes no dividing line
between man and brute. “Skinner rejected hypothesis testing as a productive method of research, considering it
to be too conducive to speculative theories that would promote useless research and stifle good research.
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